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Politics of the Past
The changing (male) face of politics

Editor’s note: This summer and fall, Capitol Report is 
dipping into the Minnesota Historical Society’s political ar-
chives and scooping out documents and artifacts exploring 
the state’s rich record of voting reforms, colorful politicians, 
contested elections, curious facial hair and more.

By Zac Farber
Staff Writer

Devoted readers of this history column — or, rather, 
readers of the editor’s note that precedes it — have been 
patiently waiting for the exposure of a highly visible feature 
of Minnesota’s political past. 

Now, with the nation in turmoil, it’s time to withdraw 
briefly from our woolly political reality by looking back at 
our state’s long history of electing legislators with curious 
facial hair.
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